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member of the football team. 
Earlier this semester, after the 
first reported rape on campus 
perpetrated by Angel Mario Vega, 
President Anne Blackhurst began 
commissioning a task force made 
up of students and faculty to 
address sexual violence on campus 
and make recommendations about 
how to create a campus culture in 
which sexual violence, including 
date and acquaintance rape, 
sexual harrassment, stalking, and 
other forms of sexual assault, is 
not tolerated. The faculty and 
Student Senate-appointed task 
force is soon to meet for the first 
time since its official formation.
Blackhurst said the task 
force, chaired by coordinator 
of sexual assault services Lynn 
Peterson and advised by director 
of women’s and gender studies 
Kandace Creel Falcón, aims to 
be a preventative group leading 
the nation in addressing sexual 
assault in campus settings. 
“Across the country, sexual 
assault is a huge issue everywhere, 
but especially on college 
campuses,” Blackhurst said. “For 
us, prevention is the main goal.”
Chandler Esslinger, senior 
women’s and gender studies 
major and student task force 
member, said the widespread 
nature of campus sexual assault 
is good reason for MSUM to 
become a national voice against 
sexual violence. 
“I see no reason why MSUM 
can’t be a national leader in 
speaking out against sexual assault 
and protecting their students from 
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Semester’s second reported rape begs question: 
where is the task force?
LIBERIAN STUDENTS 






BY MAUREEN MCMULLEN 
mcmullenma@mnstate.edu
MSUM sorority Gamma Phi was placed 
on university disciplinary probation 
following an investigation of hazing 
complaints filed by former member 
Sheridan Tihista. 
The investigation was conducted by the 
Student Organization Advisory Committee 
(SOAC), which is comprised of a student 
panel and Steve Fox, interim assistant 
director of leadership and organizations.
Though the panel found evidence of 
bullying within the chapter, they concluded 
the behavior did not fit the university’s 
definition of hazing.
“SOAC felt that much of the 
correspondence that happened was 
between two individuals through texting, 
individual conversations, and Facebook 
direct messaging,” Fox wrote in a report 
of the investigation. “They did not feel that 
it reached a level of ‘public humiliation or 
ridicule,’ but was more considered to be 
bullying and cyber-bullying.”
According to an Oct. 16 article in The 
Forum, Tihista said the bullying began 
when a freshman girl she mentored sent out 
a tweet that upset members of the sorority. 
The sorority disciplined the girl, but 
Tihista said she continued to receive 
backlash from the other sorority members. 
In her blog, Tihista wrote that other 
members of the sorority started bullying her 
after she was crowned Miss Montana 2013, 
creating a hashtag on twitter to “#voteno” 
on her membership in the sorority. 
Sorority put on probation 
for policy violations
PROBATION, PAGE 4
Drastic measures should 
prompt student vote 




For the second time this 
semester, an MSUM athlete has 
reportedly raped a fellow student. 
This is the second assault on 
campus in two months.
Football player Zachary 
Hilliard turned himself in Sept. 
23 after reportedly raping his 
ex-girlfriend. The 18-year-old 
freshman football player is 
being charged with fifth degree 
criminal sexual conduct. 
According to court documents, 
Hilliard and the victim were in his 
Dahl room when he assaulted her 
Sept. 17. Court documents state 
the victim said “no” multiple 
times, but Hilliard continued to 
rape her. On Sept. 29, MSUM 
officials sent an email to students 
and staff stating that a report of 
sexual assault had been made on 
Sept. 23, but campus safety was 
not at risk. The victim initiated 
the report to university staff.
Hilliard and the victim 
apparently met at freshman 
orientation and dated for a short 
time, but broke up at least a week 
before the assault happened. 
According to investigators, 
Hilliard sent multiple text 
messages after the victim left his 
dorm room stating that he was 
“sorry.” 
An exchange with Public 
Safety Oct. 10 indicated that 
Hilliard was no longer on 
campus, though he has posted 
bail and been released. 
Hilliard continues to be listed 
on the university’s website as a 
ETHAN DEGREE • degreeet@mnstate.edu
Anne Blackhurst discusses her ultimate goals for the campus task force against sexual assault.
BY MAUREEN MCMULLEN
mcmullenma@mnstate.edu
Measures appearing on the ballot in 
North Dakota’s 2014 election could have 
a drastic impact on the state. Some of 
the proposed measures deal with matters 
including reproductive and end-of-life 
rights, taxation, education, environmental 
conservation and business regulation.  
The following measures will appear on 
this year’s ballot:
Measure 1: Life Begins at Conception
Measure 1 aims to add an amendment 
to the state’s constitution declaring that 
“the inalienable right to life of every 
human being at any stage of development 
must be recognized and protected.”
 If Measure 1 passes, North Dakota’s 
constitution will define conception as the 
beginning of life. 
Supporters of the bill believe the 
amendment will protect life and uphold 
the values of North Dakotans.
In reality, the bill’s vague rhetoric 
would eliminate access to abortion, in 
vitro fertilization, and end of life services.
The passing of Measure 1 would make 
North Dakota the first state to declare the 
start of life at conception.
Measure 2: Property Transfer Tax Ban
Measure 2 proposes to bar North Dakota 
from imposing mortgage, sale, and 
transfer taxes on the mortgage or transfer 
of property.
Think before you evacuate
In the event of a fire, never use elevators during an 
evacuation — use the stairs.
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4:30 p.m. KC 
Hanson reading, 
library porch
7 p.m. “Dragon 
Madness,” Nemzek
5 p.m. Bystander 
Intervention 
Training, CMU 101 
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Pentagon creates Ebola task force 
to prepare to combat disease
It was announced on Sunday that 
the Pentagon will create a special 
team to respond to Ebola under the 
orders of Defense Secretary Chuck 
Hagel. He ordered his Northern 
Commander, Gen. Chuck Jacoby, to 
prepare 20 critical care nurses, five 
doctors with expertise in infectious 
diseases, and five specialist trainers 
in infectious disease protocols. The 
rapid-response team was requested 
by the Department of Health and 
Human Services “as an added 
prudent measure to ensure our 
nation is ready to respond quickly, 
effectively, and safely in the 
event of additional Ebola cases.” 
The group will train at Fort Sam 
Houston in Texas and then remain 
in “prepare to deploy” status for 
30 days. The Pentagon made it 
clear that the rapid-response team 
will not be sent overseas and “will 
be called upon domestically only 
if deemed prudent by our public 
health professionals.” Federal 
officials are increasingly involved 
with combating Ebola. 
Possible body of UVA student 
found
In what Charlottesville, Va. 
police are calling a “significant 
development,” a body has 
been found near the area where 
University of Virginia student 
Hannah Graham went missing 35 
days ago. The 18-year-old student 
was last seen on Sept. 13 at at a 
mall with suspect Jesse L. Matthew 
Jr., 32. 
“This, sadly, is now a death 
investigation,” said Col. Steve 
Sellers of the Albermarle County 
Police. 
Charlottesville police chief 
Timothy Longo said there was 
no positive identification of the 
remains yet, but he said at an 
afternoon press conference that 
the parents of Graham had been 
contacted. They are awaiting the 
results of forensic tests. Matthew 
was arrested last month in Texas 
in connection with Graham’s 
disappearance and charged with 
abduction with intent to defile, 
indicating prosecutors believe he 
planned to sexually assault Graham. 
A number of young women have 
disappeared in the area over the 
last few years and authorities say 
the arrest of Matthew is a “forensic 
link” to the disappearance in 2009 
of Morgan Harrington, 20, who 
vanished from Charlottesville.
Police and protesters clash in 
Hong Kong
Violence broke out between 
pro-democracy protesters and 
Hong Kong police early Sunday 
morning, despite the plans to hold 
talks with the government later 
in the week. Protesters accused 
officers of excessive brutality in 
the fourth night of clashes between 
the two groups. The government 
said about 20 people were injured 
between 10 p.m. Saturday and 6 
a.m. Sunday, but would not specify 
the types of injuries. A medic told 
the AFP he saw four people with 
“serious bleeding” and one with a 
back fracture. Police said protesters 
“suddenly attempted to charge” 
their barricades, but protesters 
dispute this account.  
“There was no aggressive action 
on our side,” said a 30-year-old 
protester named Jackie. “They 
hit us without any reason when 
we were standing behind the 
roadblock. I was hit by a police 
stick four or five times.” 
Elizabeth Pena dies at 55
Elizabeth Pena, the versatile 
actress known for her roles in “La 
Bamba,” “Rush Hour” and “The 
Incredibles,” died in Los Angeles 
of natural causes last Tuesday. Pena 
was 55. 
Besides her various film roles, 
she had numerous television 
roles, and is known for playing 
the mother of Sofia Vergara’s 
character in “Modern Family.” 
She appeared regularly on the 
current crime drama “Matador,” 
and her voice has been heard on 
“American Dad.” She had also 
done work as a director, and was a 
founding member of the Hispanic 
Organization of Latin Actors.
Correction: Miscredit of 
photos
In last week’s issue, photos 
taken by Laura Baier were 
miscredited as submitted 
photos. These photos can be 
found in the Oct. 7 issue on 
page 8 in conjunction with an 
article covering the release of a 
new EP by “Into The Lake.” 
The Advocate staff apologizes 
for this mistake and thanks 
Baier for her contribution. 
Free Eclipse Viewing 
Thursday
The Department of Physics 
and Astronomy, in cooperation 
with the F-M Astronomy Club, 
will provide an opportunity for 
the public to safely view a solar 
eclipse on Thursday.
A solar eclipse occurs when 
the moon passes between the 
Earth and Sun.  
On Thursday, the moon 
passing in front of the Sun 
will be visible from Moohread 
around 4:15 p.m., blocking a 
maximum of half the Sun at 
5:30 p.m.
The eclipse will continue 
through sunset at 6:26 p.m.
 Safely viewing a solar eclipse 
requires the use of special 
eclipse glasses, a telescope 
with solar filters, or a pinhole 
projector.   
MSUM will host an eclipse 
viewing party in the parking lot 
on 6th Ave. S between 10th and 
11th St. S starting at 4 p.m.   
Assuming the Sun is not 
blocked by clouds,  eclipse 
glasses and an opportunity to 
safely view the eclipse through 
a telescope will be provided. 
 MSUM will also offer free 
planetarium shows about the 
moon at the planetarium during 
the same time.
Sustainability leadership pays 
dividends with announcement 
of new student award 
Through a generous donation 
by an MSUM Alumni, the 
Office of Campus Sustainability 
is proud to announce the 
creation of an award designed 
to encourage, recognize, and 
immediately reward student 
leadership in the field of 
campus sustainability.
All MSUM students, 
regardless of major, are eligible 
for the award, which will be 
presented at the end of the fall 
and spring semesters. 
Nominations will be accepted 
for a two-week period preceding 
finals week each semester, and 
results will be announced near 
the end of the term.
The award will be 
accompanied by a $500 stipend, 
payable directly at the end of 
the semester.  
The student who most visibly 
demonstrates leadership in 
sustainability on campus or in 
the community will be selected 
as the recipient.
 One of the first of its kind, 
the financial portion of the 
award will be disbursed not as 
a scholarship, but as an actual 
cash award at the end of each 
semester. 
The award is intended to 
motivate leadership and deliver 
a financial payload at the end of 
the semester. 
10.2: 
• Alcohol violation in 
Dahl, 2 cited for minor 
consumption
10.3:
• Bicycle theft from 
Library bike rack
10.5: 
• Marijuana odor in South 
Snarr
10.6: 
• Medical emergency in 
Grantham
• Bicycle theft from Hagen
• 3 stuck in elevator in 
Nelson
10.9: 
• Assault in Langseth
• Disorderly conduct in 
Owens
• Bicycle theft from East 
Snarr
10.15: 




4 p.m. Eclipse 
Viewing party, 
parking lot
7:30 p.m. Julie 
Fowles and the 
Music of the 
Scottish Isles, 
Hansen Theatre
5 - 8 p.m. Halloween 
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Safety Tip of the Week
MSUM Briefs
World News
Tender Hearts Daycare is seeking kids at heart 
who love getting paid to play!  We are a Christian 
partner ministry of The Perry Center, right off 
45th St S.  Contact Kristen at 701.373.7840 or 





Candidates for governor of 
Minnesota participated in their 
second debate Oct. 8 in Hansen 
Theater. All three candidates— 
incumbent and Democrat Mark 
Dayton, Republican Jeff Johnson, 
and Independent Hannah Nicollet 
were involved. 
Questions were taken from the 
audience, as well as the Twitter 
feed #mngov. Topics varied, 
covering issues from education 
funding to job creation to the new 
Vikings stadium. 
It didn’t take long for the 
name-calling and finger-pointing 
to start. Though Nicollet answered 
each question in opposition to 
at least one of the other two 
candidates, she was mostly left 
out of the battle between Dayton 
and Johnson.
While both have backgrounds 
in politics, Nicollet has no prior 
experience. Johnson served 
in the Minnesota House of 
Representatives from 2000–2007 
and is currently on the Hennepin 
County Board of Commissioners. 
Nicollet has a degree in history 
and has worked in finance as a 
software developer.
The debate displayed both 
Dayton and Johnson’s attitudes 
toward Nicollet; it seemed 
neither considered her a serious 
competitor. They are apparently 
not alone, as FOX9, the media 
organization which hosted 
another debate on Sunday at 
Hamline University, neglected to 
invite Nicollet to the event.
The university took criticism 
for the exclusion, but posted 
on their website, “The editorial 
decisions, such as which 
candidates would appear at this 
event are entirely those of FOX9.” 
According to a 5 Eyewitness 
News report, Nicollet said she 
plans to file a lawsuit against 
the university. Nicollet was also 
barred from a debate in Duluth 
last Tuesday.
The first question of MSUM’s 
debate asked candidates to name 
some specific proposals. Johnson 
said he would like to implement 
a bill, currently enacted in 
California and New Jersey, 
known as the “parent trigger.”
Johnson said this bill would 
target schools that are “chronically 
failing,” allowing parents to give a 
“vote of confidence” to determine 
if the school should continue with 
no intervention. If the majority 
feel the school is not serving 
students as it should, Johnson 
said, “something statutorily has 
to change” such as replacing 
administration or making the 
school a charter. 
Dayton wasted no time in 
attacking this proposal, reminding 
Johnson that he had voted for a 
funding cut to K-12 education in 
2005—2006 as a representative. 
“Your record doesn’t support 
your concern for education,” he 
said. “You go back to the same 
tired proposals that have been 
around for the last decade.”
Johnson said he was frustrated 
with Dayton for this accusation, as 
the same issue had been discussed 
at the first debate. 
“That’s not true; you know 
it’s not true,” Johnson said. “The 
media have told you that it is not 
true.”
The vote Dayton referred to 
actually took place in 2003. At 
that time the state had a deficit of 
4.2 billion dollars. Johnson voted 
for a bill reducing a proposed 
increase in funding for education, 
not a reduction of current funding. 
Education funding still increased 
that year. 
Education was a time 
consuming topic of the debate. 
Much of the focus was on the 
inequality of funding for greater 
Minnesota schools compared to 
the metro area. 
Nicollet said 43 percent of the 
Second gubernatorial debate convenes on campus
News
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Candidates independent Hannah Nicollet, democrat imcumbent Mark Dayton, and republican Jeff Johnson presented 
arguments at MSUM’s gubernatorial debate Oct. 8 in Hansen theater.
total budget is currently spent on 
education funding. 
“It’s a good chunk of 
the budget, but it could be 
reallocated,” she said, adding the 
graduation rates of Minneapolis 
schools, where a greater amount 
of money is spent, on average 
below 50 percent.
Johnson said the problem of 
unequal funding “goes back to the 
bigger issue of greater Minnesota 
largely being an afterthought to 
this administration.” 
While schools outside the 
metro are afforded an average 
of $10,700 per pupil, metro area 
schools get double that; nearly 
$21,00 per pupil, Johnson said.
Dayton said his administration 
has increased funding for 
education by almost $1 billion. 
He added that this money 
has brought back all-day 
kindergarten, “opening doors for 
5-year-olds everywhere.” 
Dayton again jabbed at 
Johnson over his supposed vote to 
reduce the budget for education. 
“The funding for education 
went down during the time 
commissioner Johnson was 
voting for funding cuts,” he said. 
President Anne Blackhurst 
was allowed a question. She 
asked what candidates would 
do to keep college graduates in 
Minnesota — a question pertinent 
to her MSUM students. 
Nicollet cited a Bureau of 
Labor Statistics study that ranked 
the state 41st in the nation and 
last in the Midwest in private 
sector job creation. She also said 
49 percent of Minnesotans are 
underemployed, meaning they are 
making less money than expected 
and are overqualified for their 
jobs. She stressed the state needs 
“jobs to produce wealth” to entice 
new graduates to stay.
Dayton called the 
underemployment statistic 
“fiction,” adding that Minnesota 
has one of the lowest 
unemployment rates in the nation. 
“It’s nonsense. It’s just 
obvious,” he said. “No one has 
bothered to verify it with reality.”
Johnson disagreed, and said he 
thinks the number is correct. 
“The number you say is false 
comes from your administration,” 
he said. “To say it is no big deal, 
I think is out of touch. It’s a big 
deal to all the college graduates 
living in their parents’ basement 
because they can’t find a job to 
pay their loans and rent.” 
The approval to build the new 
Vikings stadium sparked a hot 
round of debate. 
Johnson called the whole 
situation a “debacle,” largely due 
to the source of funding for the 
stadium. 
“A promise was made early 
on that we would not use general 
fund money for the people’s 
stadium, and we ended up using 
general fund money,” he said. 
Nicollet was also concerned 
with the funding source and the 
amount that was spent. 
“We must have all our needs 
taken care of,” she said. 
She pointed out the state has 
many miles of roads and hundreds 
of bridges that need to be fixed or 
replaced. 
Dayton defended the 
agreement, pointing to the 
7,500 jobs created through the 
construction process, as well as 
the $1 billion in private investment 
in the area surrounding the new 
stadium site. 
He said the Metrodome would 
have sat idle with the loss of the 
Vikings, and the surrounding area 
would suffer with the loss of the 
team. 
“It’s easy to sit on the sidelines 
and have nothing to do with it and 
take hot shots,” Dayton said. “We 
didn’t dictate this agreement. The 
Vikings had the upper hand.”
“I have trouble hearing 
we had no control over this,” 
Johnson rebutted. “Minnesotans 
deserve a governor who owns his 
decisions.” 
He also claimed that Dayton 
was unfamiliar with the bill — 
specifically, that the Vikings 
planned to charge seat licenses, 
an extra fee charged to season 
ticket holders to help cover the 
Vikings’ cost of the stadium. 
 According to an Associated 
Press article, the Vikings planned 
to issue a survey regarding the 
issue before implementing the 
fee. 
Republican state senator Julie 
Rosen was quoted saying that 
everyone involved knew the deal 
included seat licenses and that 
there had been a testimony about 
it within the committees.
Nicollet said she would have 
“called their bluff,” and let the 
Vikings leave Minnesota if it 
came to it. 
“Maybe someday a team that 
has more respect for Minnesotans 
will move back,” she said. 
The candidates are set to 
debate at least two more times 
in the metro area. It is yet to be 
announced if Nicollet will be 
invited to the remaining events. 
If Measure 2 passes, it would 
create a new section in Article X 
of North Dakota’s constitution 
stating that “the state and any 
county, township, city, or any 
other political subdivision of 
the state may not impose any 
mortgage taxes or any sales or 
transfer taxes on the mortgage 
or transfer of real property.”
The bill would not eliminate 
any current taxes, but would 
prevent the government from 
imposing future taxes on the 
sale or transfer of properties. 
Measure 3: Higher Education 
Commission
If passed, Measure 3 would 
enact Article VIII of North 
Dakota’s constitution and 
replace the state’s part-time, 
eight-member State Board of 
Higher Education with a full-
time, three-person Commission 
of Higher Education appointed 
by the governor. 
Supporters of the amendment 
say the Commission would 
enable the state to better 
manage North Dakota’s 
university system. 
Opponents say the bill 
would limit academic freedom, 
university presidents’ authority 
and university accreditation. 
Measure 4: Referral and 
Initiative Reform
Measure 4 would require 
a general election for any 
initiated measure that could 
have a significant impact on 
North Dakota’s public budget. 
The measure would also prevent 
any future amendments that 
would directly allocate public 
funds to any specific purpose. 
If Measure 4 passes, it will 
amend and reenact section 2 
of Article III in North Dakota’s 
constitution, requiring a 
general election on significant 
budgeting decisions for the 
state and ban amendments to 
the constitution that would 
use public funds for a specific 
purpose.
Measure 5: Clean Water, 
Wildlife and Parks
Measure 5 proposes an 
amendment to Article X of 
North Dakota’s constitution 
that would allocate five percent 
of revenue collected from North 
Dakota’s oil extraction tax to a 
Clean Water, Wildlife and Parks 
Trust and Fund.
90 percent of the revenue 
would go to a fund and 10 
percent would go into a trust. 
Money in the fund would 
provide grants to public and 
private agencies working for 
improvement in environmental 
factors such as clean water, 
natural flood control, and 
access for fishing and hunting. 
Supporters say the measure 
would help to protect and 
preserve North Dakota’s natural 
resources.
Opponents say the measure 
would be the state’s first 
amendment mandat ing 
spending and would place 
conservation before the “needs 
of North Dakotans.” 
Measure 6: Parental Rights 
Initiative
Similar to a bill defeated 
by North Dakotans in 2006, 
Measure 6 would enact a legal 
assumption that both parents 
are fit to parent and thus 
entitled to equal parental rights.
If passed, the measure would 
amend section 14-09-06.2 of 
the North Dakota Cenctury 
Code and automatically grant 
equal custody, unless there is 
“clear and convincing evidence” 
that a parent is unfit for custody 
of a child. 
Supporters say the 
amendment would help 
children maintain relationships 
with both parents if the parents 
are separated. 
Opponents say the measure 
does not give a clear description 
of what would deem someone 
“unfit” to parent, does not 
consider the needs of victims 
of domestic violence, and 
prioritizes the wishes of parents 
over the welfare of the child.
Measure 7: Pharmacy 
Ownership Initiative
In 1963 a North Dakota 
Century Code law banned 
chain retailers like Walmart, 
Target, and Walgreens from 
owning pharmacies in North 
Dakota. 
The state currently 
requires pharmacies to be 
majority owned by registered 
pharmacists. 
If passed, Measure 7 would 
remove the ban and allow 
corporations to operate 
pharmacies in the state. 
Supporters say the 
amendment would make 
medications more accessible 
and convenient for North 
Dakotans.
Opponents say the measure 
would harm smaller, locally 
owned pharmacies and would 
lead to corporate dominance 
over the market.
Measure 8: School Begins 
After Labor Day Initiative
If passed, Measure 8 would 
require public schools to start 
classes after Labor Day.
North Dakota currently allows 
each school district to schedule 
its own academic calendar.
Minnesota, Michigan, and 
Virginia are the only other 
states that require classes to 
begin after Labor Day.
Supporters say the measure 
will prevent students from 
exposure to late-summer heat 
in classrooms and schools 
without air conditioning. 
Opponents say the decision 
of when to start school is better 
left to local school districts 
than state mandates. 
Minnesota’s ballot contains 
no measures. For more 
information about how to vote 
in North Dakota, visit vip.sos.
nd.gov/PortalList.aspx.
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MEASURES, FROM FRONT
PROBATION, FROM FRONT
“The president of this current 
year, our chapter advisor, and 
apparently 90 percent of my 
sisterhood was determined to 
discontinue my membership,” 
Sheridan wrote. “90 percent is a 
legitimate figure I was given as 
to how many people despised my 
guts.”
In his report, Fox wrote 
that a member of the sorority 
had “bullied others in the 
Visit www.gliks.com to 
find your nearest location
FALL SWEATERS
AVAILABLE NOW
ETHAN DEGREE • degreeet@mnstate.edu
The Gamma Phi sorority was found guilty of bullying by the Student Organization Advisory Committee following accusations of hazing.
“We take all 
complaints 
like this very 
seriously.”
organization and it wasn’t until 
she was on the receiving end of 
the bullying that she realized that 
the actions she had previously 
done were wrong.
“SOAC overwhelmingly felt 
that a lack of communication 
happened on multiple levels 
between the two parties and 
within the organization,” Fox 
wrote. “SOAC also felt there 
was some fault on both parties 
in terms of how the situation 
was handled and that has had 
an emotional impact on all 
involved.”
Other members of the sorority 
declined to comment, citing 
restrictions imposed by the 
organization’s administration.   
Though SOAC determined 
hazing had not occurred within 
the chapter, they did find 
evidence of bullying behavior 
that violated student conduct and 
policies outlined in the student 
organization handbook. 
The violations cited in the 
report include “Disorderly, Lewd 
or Indecent Conduct” and failure 
to adhere to the university’s 
published policies. 
“Whenever a formal complaint 
is filed, the university immediately 
activates its processes for 
investigating that complaint,” 
President Anne Blackhurst said. 
“We take all complaints like this 
very seriously.”
In response to the violations, 
SOAC issued three sanctions for 
the sorority, including the three-
year university disciplinary 
probation period, during which 
any further violations will result 
in more severe punishment.
Vice President of Enrollment 
and Student Affairs Yvette 
Underdue Murph denied an 
Oct. 7 appeal from the sorority, 
upholding SOAC’s original 
sanctions.
In order to proceed with 
recruitment processes for fall 
2014, the sorority must review 
their policies and procedures 
and submit a report of their 
evaluation.
“What we’re asking this 
group to do is think about how 
they communicate amongst 
themselves, particularly in 
situations where there’s conflict,” 
said David Wahlberg, MSUM 
director of communications. 
“There’s going to be conflict in 
any organization, but how do you 
handle that? Are you handling 
that in a productive manner that 
later on you can look back and 
say, ‘I’m glad we had that tough 
conversation and it worked out 
for the better.’”
The sorority must also research 
how other organizations address 
issues like social media use 
and cyberbullying, develop an 
education program with staff for 
future members, and develop 
a plan for addressing similar 
situations in the future. 
“We hope that through those 
actions, it sends a message to 
everyone across campus that this 
is what is acceptable and this is 
what is not acceptable, and this 
is how you make change,” said 
Wahlberg. 
“People make mistakes, people 
get caught up; our interest is to 
help people reflect on that and 
change behaviors that led to the 
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millerkr@mnstate.edu 
Election Day is Nov. 4, 
and for incumbent U.S. 
Representative Collin 
Peterson (DFL), the 
election could mark his 14th 
term serving Minnesota 
Congressional District 7.
While he rounds out 
his campaign, Peterson is 
discussing higher education 
and the issues which will 
become priorities if he is 
elected back into office.
High on Peterson’s list of 
goals for the next legislative 
session is the reauthorization 
of the Higher Education Act. 
First passed into law in 1965 
by President Lyndon Johnson, 
the act aims to improve 
higher education standards 
and increase affordability. 
It has been reauthorized 
several times in the 
intervening decades, and 
lawmakers are again faced 
with updating the provisions 
of the legislation and passing 
it through the House and 
Senate.
“We need to get the 
reauthorization done,” 
Peterson said, adding that a 
divided House may make that 
difficult. 
“There’s a lot of good 
things being talked about 
that would happen in that 
reauthorization, but the 
Republicans have not wanted 
to bring it up,” he said.
Peterson also said 
he plans to continue 
collaborations with other 
lawmakers concerning the 
reauthorization if he is re-
elected in November.
“I’ve been working with 
Senator Franken ... and 
although I’m not on the 
committee, I wholly support 
it,” Peterson said.
House candidate Peterson 
addresses higher ed. issues  
If reauthorized, the 
majority of the new 
provisions to the legislation 
would deal with making the 
financial aid process simpler, 
more accessible, and more 
transparent for students.
Carolyn Zehren, director 
of scholarship and financial 
aid at MSUM, said that in the 
past three years, they have 
already seen progress on 
that front, with the process 
of applying for financial aid 
becoming more streamlined 
and easier for both students 
and parents.
“It’s been far more 
manageable for students to 
apply,” she said, cautioning 
that the real issue now is how 
to equitably distribute what 
she called “scarce resources” 
from the federal government 
that are appropriated for 
higher education.
One area of concern for 
Zehren is the Federal Perkins 
Loan Program, which some 
lawmakers in Washington are 
considering for elimination.
She said that if the program 
is phased out, “we’ll lose 
one of our tools” for helping 
students afford an education. 
Peterson said he will 
continue to support means 
of making higher education 
more affordable for students. 
He referenced federal aid 
Collin Peterson
“It doesn’t make 
any sense that 
[student loans] 
are basically the 
only loans in 





at their bill and 
don’t know what 
it means.” 
including student loans 
and Pell grants, as well as 
working with the financial 
sector to refinance interest 
rates on those loans.
“I have certainly been a 
supporter of trying to keep 
student loans and Pell Grants 
to keep up with the costs of 
higher education,” he said. 
“We’ve got to change so 
that these student loans and 
interest rates are more in-
line with the marketplace, 
and for students to be able 
to refinance … It doesn’t 
make any sense that these 
are basically the only loans 
in America that you can’t 
refinance.”
Zehren had a different take 
on the issue, stating that 
increased financial literacy, 
rather than after-the-fact 
refinancing will be more 
beneficial to students in the 
long-run.
“It’s amazing how many 
students look at their bill and 
don’t know what it means,” 
she said.
Through a combination 
of incorporating financial 
literacy into first year 
programs, encouraging 
students to address questions 
they have about their finances 
sooner rather than later and 
exit-counseling for student 
loans, Zehren said they can 
better address the issue of 
growing student debt. 
She said that students 
have already responded to 
these resources, with exit-
counseling last December 
being widely attended by 
graduating seniors.
“It was standing-room 
only,” Zehren said.
Overall, she said that 
students need to be cognizant 
of all their options when it 
comes to paying for school, 
and not put it off until after 
graduation.
“It’s not like ordering from 
Amazon,” she joked, adding 
that the options available to 
students, and how they deal 
with debt after graduation, 
require a great deal of 
consideration on the part 
of both students and their 
parents.
In addition to issues relating 
to financing an education, 
Peterson commented on the 
difficulty college grads still 
have finding jobs in our 
recovering economic climate. 
He said that while jobs 
in the manufacturing and 
mechanical industries in 
the state have seen a strong 
resurgence, other sectors 
have been slower in coming 
back.
“All we can do is 
encourage the private sector 
to understand that we have 
a lot of well-trained people 
who are coming out of our 
colleges and universities and 
locate businesses who can 
employ them,” Peterson said
He added that schools 
in the state are also 
strengthening their efforts 
to aid grads in finding jobs. 
“I think the schools are 
focusing more on having 
programs … to help students 
identify where the jobs are 
and find better pathways.”
Yet, even with the 
challenges posed to students, 
Peterson still encourages the 
pursuit of a degree.
“It’s been tough on young 
people since 2008 and 
what’s happened with the 
economy, and I’ve run into 
lots of people who have 
been affected by this, but in 
the long-run I think a four-
year degree or more is going 
to pay off, no doubt about 
it,” Peterson said.
Peterson has been running 
against Republican Torrey 
Westrom, who currently 
serves in the Minnesota 
State Senate from District 
12. 
The 2014 elections take 
place Tuesday, Nov. 4. To 
find your polling place, visit 




“Next time you should come home when you 
can’t stay so long!” My father is known for his 
sarcastic humor. He’s implying that I rarely have 
the time to visit him, which is true. 
This problem is common among college 
students. We become accustomed to living far 
from home; our lives revolve around work, 
studying, relationships, and most importantly, 
ourselves. Time off is hard to come by.
But how does constantly being busy truly 
affect us? Growing up, I was taught to focus on 
others and give back, to love others as you would 
love yourself. 
Love yourself; what does that mean? It’s a 
life-long challenge to learn how to love the one 
person you’re stuck with until the day you die — 
you.
Even if we don’t have time to go home as often 
as we’d like, I think each of us needs to learn how 
to take time for ourselves more often. Although 
we did just have a lovely fall breather, it’s 
important to cherish time alone and to focus on 
our mental health every day. I’m slowly starting 
to realize that one day I’m going to need to accept 
the responsibilities of an adult, and my life will 
only get busier. As a full-time college student, I’ve 
realized how crucial each minute is, and if I had 
one wish, it would be to have more hours in a day.
We are constantly moving from one task to the 
next. Wake up, run to school, go to work, come 
home, finish studying, go to sleep, and repeat the 
next day. It’s a vicious cycle — and not a bad one, 
but one that most of us can easily get sucked in to 
and drained out by. Some days it can really catch 
up to us.
One of the most important skills my father has 
taught me is how to meditate. Closing your eyes, 
letting go, and focusing on breathing sounds 
simple enough, but soon our thoughts catch up 
to us and we have to go back to step one. It’s a 
challenge; one that requires time and practice, 
but each of us could use a clear mind, if only for 
a minute. 
Throughout life, I have tried to make a 
conscious effort to realize when I’ve taken on 
too much of a workload. I’m trying to learn how 
to step back, breathe, and tackle each task with 
a clear head. I’ve asked a few people on campus 
how they de-stress and the benefits it has had for 
them.
“I try every morning to set aside at least an 
hour to do my makeup,” sophomore Emerald 
Moe-Zinn said. “It helps me clear my head for 
the day. I’m able to focus solely on waking up by 
doing something I enjoy.”
Each person has their own way of letting go. 
It’s important to find what does and does not 
work in your life.
“A remedy for stress, in my experience, is 
letting my mind wander into a place of happy 
thoughts that make me smile,” professor Konrad 
Czynski said. “It might be a memory-moment 
from when I was in high school playing with our 
dog, or a more recent time when my family and I 
were enjoying ourselves.”
In my life, a common reference I use is 
counting my breaths. My father always tells me 
that our minds are like wild animals. We need to 
learn to chain them down, tame them and keep 
them under control. Whenever I’m anxious, I try 
my hardest to remember that what I’m worrying 
about is nothing in my control. I sit back, count 
my breaths, and tell my body that I can see what 
is wrong. I’m trying to attend to the issue and 
care for it.
Regardless of what may be causing built-up 
worry, stress or even frustration, taking time to 
let go is crucial, especially in college. As students, 
we’re slowly becoming adults, and soon we’ll be 
thrown into the real world. It’s a useful practice to 
simply learn how to step back, let go, and properly 
breathe, which can be useful throughout our 
entire lifetime.
A few helpful tools I’ve come across may 
help anyone get started. For example, download 
the “Headspace” application on a smartphone, 
try out yoga, or even realize how a hobby like 
reading helps you relax and let go. The time to 




We’ve all been there. We’ve witnessed 
it. We’ve done it. We have been the 
recipient of it — bullying. It affects 
everyone in some way, shape or form; 
but what exactly is bullying, and what 
can we do about it? 
First, it is important to determine 
there are a lot of misconceptions about 
bullying. While acts such as arguing 
and disliking people may be unpleasant 
and deserving of attention, they aren’t 
necessarily the same as bullying. It is 
natural for people of all ages to engage 
in such disagreeable activities, whether 
they are acceptable or not; however, 
when taken the wrong way, they can 
easily transform into bullying. When 
disliking someone turns into repeated 
acts of aggression and harassment, it 
is time to consider if bullying is taking 
place. Some more common forms of 
bullying are spreading rumors, making 
threats, or attacking people physically or 
verbally.
According to stopbullying.gov, 
bullying has two main components: a 
power imbalance and repetition. This 
means that in order for bullying to 
occur, one person or party has to have 
control over another. Even if conflict 
is between the same two people, the 
person in power can change based on 
circumstances. If aggressive behavior is 
repetitive or has the potential of being 
repetitive, the act may be considered 
bullying. It is important to prevent 
repetition of aggressive behaviors 
towards others at a young age in order 
to prevent the occurance of bullying. 
So if bullying has always been around, 
why talk about it? 
The answer is that acts of repetitive 
aggression have powerful effects on both 
the victim and the bully. Victims can feel 
belittled and worthless, while the bully 
may develop an inflated sense of power. 
Moreover, bullying can happen at any 
age. Even adults can experience forms of 
bullying at a workplace or within their 
family. Recognizing bullying is the key 
to preventing it. 
Bullying is not always obvious. It 
is the subtle form of bullying which 
may look like just teasing or joking 
around that needs to be taken with the 
most caution. It may seem harmless to 
joke with someone about their shabby 
clothing or to tell a friend about the 
personal situations in other people’s 
lives for entertainment, but another part 
of bullying is the effect it has on the 
recipient. 
Pacer’s National Bullying Prevention 
Center adds that not only does bullying 
involve a power imbalance, it also 
involves “behavior [that] hurts or harms 
another person.” This means that a 
lot of activities that many of us likely 
engage in during a day could actually 
be considered bullying if those activities 
are harmful to another person. It is easy 
to dismiss rude jokes and gossip about 
others as normal parts of life when, in 
actuality, they are the exact acts that can 
fall under the umbrella of bullying.
Everyone plays a role in bullying, so 
the question is this: What role do you 
play? Are you the bully, the victim, or 
the bystander? Most will agree these are 
the three main positions in any bullying 
situation. I like to think that there is 
one other person who plays a part: the 
advocate. The person who  is not afraid 
to speak up for the belittled and will go 
out of their way to help the victimized, or 
even the bully, to identify the problem.
The next time you hear a rumor or see 
the pain in someone’s eyes as another 
person tears them down, don’t just be a 
bystander. Be an advocate.
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Take time to breathe Beyond the bully and the victim
Advocate Editorial Board
BY MIAN MUHAMMAD ALIM
mianmu@mnstate.edu
Do you know which country has the largest youth 
to adult ratio, placing young people at almost 60 
percent of its total population? Which country has the 
world’s best agricultural canal system? Which country 
contains the world’s second tallest mountain and five 
of the world’s 14 mountains taller than 8,000 meters? 
The country often called “paradise on Earth” or “the 
roof of the world”? The country which contains the 
largest salt mine? The country with the world’s most 
hospitable people? With the largest glacier?
Has anybody told you which country is a gateway to 
the Middle East, Central Asia, China and rest of South 
Asia? Which is one of the few countries in the world 
where you’ll find the majority of people can speak 
more than one language? A country where you’ll find 
people of all different colors, shapes, religions and 
beliefs living happily with each other?
Which country has the world’s third largest gas 
reserves, the second largest coal reserves and fifth 
largest copper and gold reserves? Which country is 
the world’s fifth largest milk producer, 11th largest 
wheat producer, 12th largest rice producer and fourth 
largest cotton producer? 
This is just a small list of what we have — yes, I am 
talking about the incredible, stunning and dazzling 
majesty of Pakistan. 
The country is often connected with stereotypes 
and negative connotations, but I wanted to make clear 
that Pakistan is the land to visit, travel and explore. It 
is the place where tourists come and fall in love. In it, 
you will see all kinds of landscapes and weather, from 
the majestic mountains of the North-West Frontier 
Province, Northern Areas and Azad Kashmir, to the 
lush plains of Punjab to the deserts and beaches of 
Sindh and Baluchistan. The University of Taxila is 
one of the oldest known universities dating back to 
the fifth century. Students of history can find ruins 
BY WILLIAM PRYER
pryerwi@mnstate.edu
Pumpkin spice lattes, caramel apples, 
and frightfully scary decorations are all 
ingredients that make up the Halloween 
holiday. However, costumes are arguably 
the key ingredient to the perfect Halloween 
recipe. Every year, kids and often adults 
dress up in scary and ridiculous costumes 
with one clear mission: to get as much 
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Land of opportunities 
the majesty of Pakistan
Halloween — scary or “slutty”?
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of civilizations almost as old as 7,000 B.C. There is 
something for every person wishing to visit.
Pakistani people are  talented and work hard wherever 
they go. They are loyal, responsible and professional. 
Our people often go to other countries to work. One of 
the big markets for our artists is the Indian film industry 
Bollywood; Pakistani singers rule over there. Pakistani 
doctors, engineers and architects often go to other 
countries to earn revenue for their country.
Pakistani people are enthusiastic, fun loving and 
enjoy helping each other. We love collectivism; our 
family gatherings celebrate each other’s successes. 
Our marriage ceremonies are big festivals involving 
hundreds of family members, neighbors and friends. 
We have unique regional and national dresses. We have 
religious festivals like Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi, Miraj-un-
Nabi, Laylat-ul-Qadar, Chaand Raat, Eid-ul-Fitr and 
Eid-ul-Uzha. We have other national celebrations like 
Pakistan’s flower show, Jashn-e-Baharaan, Pakistan Day, 
Youm-e-Takbeer, Independence Day and Defence Day. 
Our nation always remembers and recalls its history by 
celebrating our heroes on days like Iqbal and Quaid-e-
Azam Day.
Pakistan has almost every kind of sport. It’s 
been the world champion in cricket, field hockey, 
billiards, snooker and squash. We have won regional 
championships in boxing, polo, football, athletics, 
badminton, ball badminton, baseball, basketball, 
canoeing and kayaking, ice hockey, karate, motorsport, 
mountaineering, swimming, taekwondo and table 
tennis.
Our army is often blamed without listening or 
understanding their point of view. Pakistan has been 
actively involved in most of the UN peacekeeping 
missions; today it is the country with the most 
troops serving for those missions. Some of the major 
contributions were in Somalia, Sierra Leone, Bosnia, 
Congo and Liberia.
We are a nation who is currently building itself 
on the way to progress. Last week Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif inaugurated Pakistan’s first solar 
power park, which will start generating 100 megawatts 
of energy by the end of the year and a total of 1,000 
megawatts by 2016. The Quaid-e-Azam Solar Park 
project has 400,000 solar panels, with a total cost of 
around $131 million. When complete, the plant will 
produce about two and a half times the power coming 
from the 392 megawatt Ivanpah solar thermal plant in 
California’s Mojave Desert, making it one of the largest 
solar parks in the world. We are building highways, 
railway tracks and infrastructure. 
I have just given you a glimpse of the real Pakistan to 
help eradicate the stereotypes. Do not judge on single 
experience, news or sources that are not real Pakistani 
representatives. 
Your Pakistani friend wishes you every success ahead. 
Have a nice time, and keep smiling.
candy as possible. 
Halloween costumes date back almost 
2,000 years, when Pagans and Celtics 
would dress up in masks and costumes 
to prepare for the welcoming of “spirits.” 
However, it appears that Halloween 
costumes are perhaps no longer scary or 
terrifying, but are becoming sexualized 
— especially costumes worn by young 
women.
Obviously, people are free to dress up 
however they’d like for Halloween — 
that is part of the humor and novelty of 
the festival. But, there is an increasingly 
noticeable pressure for girls to dress up 
“slutty” for Halloween. Girls dressed 
up as sexualized cops, cats, and nurses 
are becoming the norm, supporting the 
famous “Mean Girls” quote: “Halloween is 
the one day a year when a girl can dress up 
like a total slut, and no other girls can say 
anything else about it.” 
The freedom to wear whatever costume 
one pleases is not the issue; it is the 
pressure that young women are under to 
dress in an objectifying way that is the 
problem.  In fact, I conducted an interview 
asking 20 males whether they preferred 
young women to dress scary or “slutty” on 
Halloween. 75 percent of the males asked 
admitted that they wanted young women 
to look sexy on Halloween. No wonder 
young women feel pressured during this 
holiday.
Hailey MacBride, a sophomore at 
MSUM, opposes that girls are under 
pressure.
“I want to dress sexy for Halloween 
because I want to,” she said. “For me and 
for nobody else.”
Halloween seems to have become 
another justification for society to compare 
young women based on how “slutty” or 
sexy they look, often resulting in many 
negative comments to those who are not 
dressed sexy, and slut-shaming those who 
are. 
Junior Olivia Singleton commented on 
the issue. 
“I know I myself have been called stupid 
and immature if I’d rather wear something 
scary or comical instead,” she said. “I think 
it’s disgusting that girls are objectified in 
this manner. It seems that Halloween is 
just another holiday where females are 
pressured into sexualizing themselves at 
the expense of their own dignity.” 
Women should feel free to wear what 
they want without being judged, especially 
on the biggest costume holiday of the year. 
It is fundamental that people stop slut-
shaming and judging one another during 
the Halloween holiday.  If a girl looks 
“slutty” in your opinion, so what? Girls 
receive enough scrutiny for their choices 
in society. Why should their Halloween 
costume be another excuse for it? 
It is clear that young women are receiving 
mixed messages. On one hand, they are 
pressured to dress sexy; the moment they 
do, they are slut-shamed. They are told one 
thing, and then another. Girls: do not seek 
permission from society to wear what you 
want this holiday. Seek permission from 
yourself.
Young women should feel free to exercise 
their freedom to choose whoever and 
whatever they want to be, whether that’s 
Snoopy or a sexy nurse. Once society as a 
whole stops using holidays like Halloween 
as an excuse to judge people, the true 
meaning of Halloween will be realized — 
the coming together of individuals as a 
community.
Liberian students raise money for ebola victims
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More than 4000 deaths have been recorded internationally. 
The numbers are rising, and so is the panic. 
As the Ebola epidemic spreads, people are realizing 
that any effort to help will not be futile.
For junior Jambara Qualah, the drive to help runs 
deep. In 1995, Qualah and her family left Liberia for the 
United States during the Liberian civil war.
With more than 2000 deaths from Ebola, Liberia is 
still home to many of Qualah’s relatives. She believes 
that if things were handled differently, the virus may not 
have reached so many.
“I got mad at the government officials because they 
were told about it and told to take precautions, and I feel 
like they didn’t,” she said. “What they had to do was take 
care of the first few people that had it.”
Nat Walker, a Liberian correspondent for a U.K. based 
peace project, conceded with Qualah.
“The government reacted slowly,” Walker said. “It 
appeared to expect the international community to do for 
Liberia what it should have done for its people during the 
early stage of the crisis.”
Qualah feels that the lack of hygiene and proper 
education in the country are other factors contributing 
to the rapid spread of the disease.With the help of three 
friends, she decided to do whatever she could to help.
“We made a Facebook page called ‘Stop Ebola 
Foundation,’” Qualah said. “Our idea was to raise money 
and get sanitary items, cleaning materials and vitamins.”
Jeneba Sheriff, another member of the group who has 
relatives in Liberia, said it is the right thing to do.
“God says love your neighbor as yourself,” she said. 
“If I was in that situation, I would want someone to do 
the same for me.” 
Qualah explained the project is still in the planning 
stages. They plan to send all donations either through 
some of their relatives back home or through a shipping 
company. 
Qualah has also supported other events that work 
toward the eradication of Ebola. In August, a Liberian 
women’s kickball team in Fargo organized a barbecue to 
raise money to help curtail the disease in Liberia.
“I helped to make one of the food items and spread the 
word about the event,” Qualah said.
The United States has felt the wrath of the epidemic 
beginning with Thomas Duncan, a Liberian who was 
the first to die of Ebola in this country. Since then, two 
nurses who took care of him at Texas Health Presbyterian 
Hospital in Dallas have been diagnosed with the disease. 
BY ZANA POMMIER
pommierza@mnstate.edu
You’ve probably walked past 
a person in ripped clothing, 
holding a sign and asking for 
money. Maybe you looked the 
other way, or maybe you dropped 
them a dollar or two. Either way, 
you probably didn’t think of it 
much afterwards. 
But what if the entire homeless 
population of Fargo-Moorhead 
approached you, asking for your 
help? 
What if that group consisted of 
hundreds of people?
The fact is that while you’re 
spending an evening inside 
watching Netflix, approximately 
760 people in the same 
community as you are wondering 
where their next meal is coming 
from. 
Several area shelters and 
churches help give homeless 
people a place to stay, including 
the Dorothy Day House of 
Hospitality, which houses 10 male 
adults at one time.
“Many of the guys that come 
here are sleeping in their vehicles 
if they have one, doubled up with 
family and friends, or were living 
on the streets,” shelter director 
Sonja Ellner said.
Although the homeless 
population tends to grow every 
year, according to the FM 
Coalition for Homeless Persons, 
Fargo’s homeless population has 
more than doubled since 2000. 
The average number of 
homeless men has grown from 
109 to 347 per average night, 
while the average amount of 
homeless women has grown from 
44 to 173 per night. Children have 
been affected as well, growing 
from 46 to 98 per night.
“Unfortunately, we have to turn 
people down everyday. What 
the community needs is more 
affordable housing,” Ellner said. 
“In the meantime, the Sheltering 
Churches project allows us 
to make sure that everyone is 
sheltered during the coldest 
months.”
The Moorhead City Council, 
however, voted unanimously to 
oppose housing for the homeless. 
This was partially due to unhappy 
neighbors of the potential 
apartment complex, as well as fear 
of added crime in the community. 
The council, however, repealed 
the decision. Churches United for 
the Homeless, a local organization 
sheltering homeless members 
of the community, proposed the 
$6 million project. The project 
intends to go forward, and hopes 
to get state money to fund the 
project.
According to the FM Coalition 
for Homeless Persons, three-
quarters of homeless adults have 
at least a high school degree or 
GED. 
Homeless citizens prepare for winter
Shelters like the Dorothy Day Hospitality House gear up with food and supplies for another cold season.
Jambara Qualah with her parents after moving to the U.S. in 1999.
FMDDH.ORG
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Political science professor Dr. Andrew Conteh is 
originally from Sierra Leone. He said that international 
migration is a major contributor to the spread of the disease.
“What countries have to do is take the necessary steps 
to ensure that individuals coming from those areas are 
properly monitored,” Conteh said.
The Customs and Border Protection Agency has started 
fever screenings at the international airports in Chicago, 
Atlanta, Virginia and New York for travelers arriving from 
West African countries.
“It will take time, but it’s for our own protection,” 
Qualah said.
Despite feelings of hopelessness regarding an end to the 
disease, the West African country of Nigeria is now on its 
way to being officially considered “Ebola-free.” The last 
reported case of Ebola in the country was Sept. 8.   The 
World Health Organization has given it until Oct. 20 before 
it can be officially free of the disease.
“I feel like if one country can do it, there’s no excuse 
for the others,” Qualah said. “The government officials in 
other countries also have to be serious and tackle it.”
The U.S Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has 
sent researchers to Nigeria to study how the country was 
able to control the disease.
As the battle against Ebola continues, Qualah encourages 
others to do something about it.
“No matter where you are in life, how you feel, what 
you’re going through, just pray and support because it 
has become a worldwide issue,” she said. “There are no 
excuses now.”
One-third of those interviewed 
the night of the survey had 
attended at least some college. 
37 percent of the homeless adults 
questioned in Fargo reported 
having a job, and 28 percent in 
Moorhead reported the same. 
For those who were not 
working, some of the most 
common reasons were physical 
health problems, mental health 
problems, transportation, and a 
lack of resources needed to look 
for work.
In addition to finding a place 
to live, some residents need 
help with other basic needs. The 
Dorothy Day House of Hospitality 
also has a food pantry for people 
below the poverty line.
“We see an average of 40 
households every service day,” 
Ellner said. “More than 75 
percent of the food we distribute 
is donated from community 
members and organizations. This 
includes food drives like the Boy 
Scouts’ ‘Scouting for Food,’ the 
U.S. Postal Service’s ‘Stamp Out 
Hunger,’ and ‘Fill the Dome.’
In addition to the pantry, 
community residents in need are 
welcome to use the shower and 
laundry services at the house.
“About 10 to 15 people use 
our shower and laundry services 
daily,” Ellner said. “This has 
increased 442% since 2010 when 
we had about 473 visits. In 2013, 
we had more than 2,500 visits, 
and we are on pace to exceed that 
this year. Many of these folks are 
sleeping outside or doubled up 
with family and friends.”
Students are encouraged to 
help the Dorothy Day House 
of Hospitality by volunteering 
at the food pantry and shelter, 
organizing product drives, or 
working on projects like updating 
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Ya. Sure. You betcha! Blizzards and a Coen 
brothers’ dark comedy are what most people 
think of when they hear about Fargo, N.D., but 
one online ranking puts Fargo on the map for 
reasons besides an accent and murder mystery. 
The news website “Business Insider” named 
Fargo the best place for recent college graduates 
to live and work. 
“We have a ton of open jobs,” John 
Machacek, research and business information 
manager of the Greater Fargo-Moorhead 
Economic Development Corporation, said. 
“On average, we have six to seven thousand 
open jobs listed.” 
Businesses in the area have help wanted 
signs in windows and advertisements in 
the classifieds, and all they need are willing 
workers. 
“We have way more jobs than people,” 
Machacek said. 
“I’ve got it good here,” 21-year-old student 
Aries Serrano said. 
He filled one of those open jobs before 
graduating with his degree. 
Serrano, originally from Puerto Rico, 
lived up and down the eastern seaboard in 
Massachusetts and Florida, eventually moving 
to Moorhead to attend MSUM for broadcast 
journalism. 
“I was told there was a great broadcast 
journalism program,” Serrano said. 
His move to the Midwest paid off as he 
secured a full time job working as a reporter 
at the FOX affiliate in Fargo before walking 
across the stage at graduation. 
“They’re looking for new graduates,” Bobbi 
Delaney, career exploration coordinator said of 
local businesses. “They want folks who have 
the energy and ability to get started.” 
According to Delaney, MSUM continually 
works with employers to find opportunities in 
the community.
“I was contacted by the Youth for Christ 
director the Monday before graduation,” 
22-year-old alumn Katherine Beneby II said. 
Beneby graduated in May 2014 and was 
asked to take a job just days before putting on 
her cap and gown.
The director at Red River Youth for Christ 
offered Beneby a job as the special projects 
coordinator, even though Beneby never even 
applied. 
“I thought about it and prayed about it,” she 
said. 
Not knowing if she wanted to return home 
to the Bahamas or brave another winter in the 
Red River Valley, Beneby got clearance from 
the government to stay in America and decided 
take the job, living her life “open and outside of 
the box.”
The success of finding a job in the Fargo-
Moorhead area is not limited to those at 
MSUM. Joe Anderson, a 22-year-old recent 
graduate from Concordia remembers looking 
to start a career.
“It wasn’t difficult finding a job,” Anderson 
said. “I felt like there were quite a few options.” 
Anderson came to the area from Oregon four 
years ago to get his degree in communications 
with an emphasis in public relations and a minor 
in Spanish, graduating in May 2014. 
“Back in Oregon, job searching was such a 
pain,” Anderson said. “It’s so hard to find a job 
there.” 
He decided to see what Fargo-Moorhead had 
to offer. 
“I didn’t know what I was doing,” Anderson 
said of his life after graduation. “But then I 
found a job in Fargo I love.” 
He turned down two other job offers to 
become a leasing specialist at an apartment 
complex in south Fargo and then “decided to 
start a business on the side as well.”
His small business, Snack Social, does social 
media management and consultation for other 
small businesses in the area. 
“It’s a lot easier place to get a business 
started,” Anderson said. “I felt like there were a 
lot of opportunities in the area.” 
Machacek agreed that the area’s opprotunities 
are constantly growing.
“Things have really blossomed here,” 
Machacek said. “There’s just an energy down 
here.”
 It’s an energy he credits to the diverse 
economy and nearly 30,000 college students in 
the area. 
“You add in all those college students, school 
systems, and you add thriving businesses, create 
a bunch of jobs, and you just set yourself up,” 
he said.
Evaluating their decisions, Serrano, Beneby, 
and Anderson are all glad they were able to find 
jobs in the Fargo-Moorhead area, even if the 
region’s weather isn’t comparable to their home 
cities. 
“Oh, another winter, you can never get used 
to them,” Beneby said, quickly adding, “I 
would not change a thing.” 
While the temperatures are much warmer in 
other cities on Business Insider’s list, Machacek 
has an idea why Fargo received the top spot.
 “If you need a job, you want to be around 
good people, you want to be safe in a low crime 
rate community, a vibrant community, you 
should give it a shot,” he said.
While some recent college graduates are far 
from Mom and Dad, they all find the area to be 
a great place to live and work.
 “You can’t find nicer people than in the 
Fargo-Moorhead community,” Serrano said. 
While Anderson originally stayed in the 
area because he was offered multiple jobs, the 
business climate is not the only reason he calls 
Fargo home.
 “It feels like there is a general sense of 
community,” Anderson said.  “I love it here. I 
love the community. I love all the things to do 
in Fargo.” 
New grads are sticking around
Aries Serrano poses for an on-the-job selfie.
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Fargo’s exciting downtown nightlife is just one quality keeping residents’ moods on the up and up.
BY JESSICA GULSETH
gulsethje@mnstate.edu
 Red, yellow, and orange leaves 
dance in the wind all across the upper 
Midwest. As temperatures fluctuate 
between high 40s and low 60s, many 
might find it hard to think about the 
quickly approaching winter. 
North Dakotans and Minnesotans 
alike know all too well the mounds 
of waist-high snow. Some wish they 
could escape to a sandy beach in 
Hawaii.  
However, a recent poll says the 
state of palm trees and sunshine isn’t 
happier than the state of good old 
North Dakota. 
The Gallup Job Creation Index’s 
recent poll named the state the 
happiest in the country, pushing the 
long time frontrunner, Hawaii, out of 
first place.
The state jumped from 19th to 
first in just a year, but what makes 
North Dakotans the happiest of 
all? The Gallup poll says it ranks 
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environment. 
NDSU student Courtney 
Hestdalen says she loves both of 
her jobs. 
“I work for the Dacotah 
Foundations,  which houses 
homeless addicts,  and I  work for 
Atonement Lutheran Church doing 
children’s ministry,” she said.  
The state has also seen an 
increase in jobs over the last  f ive 
years and has an unemployment 
rate under 3 percent,  according to 
the U.S. Department of Labor. 
According to businessinsider.
com, residents have an average 
income of $51, 893 per year. 
Hestdalen said both of her jobs 
are great,  and so is  the money.
 “They pay really well  and my 
co-workers at  both places are 
caring and helpful,” she said.
Hestdalen has l ived in North 
Dakota her whole l ife.  Growing 
up, she couldn’t  wait  to get out of 
state.  She feels differently now.
“Now, I  don’t  think I  want to l ive 
anywhere else,” she said.  “I love 
North Dakota,  and i t’s where I 
would want to raise a family.”
While Hestdalen isn’t  surprised 
North Dakota is  ranked number 
one, long-time Minnesota resident 
and MSUM student Julie Ashburn 
feels differently.
“It  surprises me,” she said. 
Ashburn has l ived in Minnesota 
for the last  15 years. 
“First  of all ,  everything in North 
Dakota is  spread out and flat ,” 
she said.  “There are not as many 
attractions either.  Minnesota has 
the Mall  of America,  Duluth,  and 
a lot  more.”
While the Gallup poll  says North 
Dakota is  number one, Wallethub.
com says the neighboring state 
of Minnesota ranks second in the 
competit ion for happiest  state.
“That makes sense to me,” 
Ashburn said.  “This is  my home. 
You can l ive in a place where you 
get the best  of both worlds,  small 
town living, but big town feel.
Minnesota is  ranked second in 
emotional and physical health.
“That makes sense too. Here,  you 
have to be active,  otherwise you 
just  get  stuck inside all  the t ime. 
In the winter,  people get out more, 
and do a lot  of snow sports to keep 
busy,” she said.
Hestdalen and Ashburn may have 
to agree to disagree,  but the Gallup 
poll  has a tr ied and true system to 
figuring out who’s happiest . 
The Gallup poll  interviewed 
178,000 Americans across all 
50 states.  They surveyed in 
six different categories:  l ife 
evaluation, emotional health,  work 
environment,  physical  health, 
healthy behaviors,  and access to 
basic necessit ies.  They rank each 
state on a scale of 0-100 and North 
Dakota scored a 70.4.
“The people here are so friendly 
and everyone watches out for each 
other and the space.” Hastdalen 
said.  “We are always thankful for 




Star Wars. Batman. Harry 
Potter. Doctor Who. The world of 
“nerds” is constantly changing. 
For the past forty years, 
ValleyCon has dedicated a 
weekend to the celebration of 
all things loved by Trekkies and 
gamers alike.
With all things “nerdy” 
becoming increasingly popular, 
this weekend’s fortieth anniversary 
celebration of ValleyCon promises 
to be one of the biggest events yet. 
According to Tony Tilton, 
ValleyCon chair, every year is 
different, but this year is planned 
to be especially unique. 
The con’s fortieth anniversary 
has tailored an assortment of 
special events. Past attendees will 
be back to discuss the 70s and the 
dawn of the convention culture 
that has grown so popular over the 
years. 
2014 also marks the fifty-year 
anniversary of what Tilton calls 
a “watershed year in pop-culture 
history.” 1964 was the year the 
Beatles arrived in New York, the 
creation of Star Trek, the beginning 
of the James Bond films, and the 
year that pushed Batman into the 
limelight. According to Tilton, 
1964 deserves credit for much of 
the pop-culture icons we know 
and love today. 
In recent years, ValleyCon 
has become known for  bringing 
in a variety of guests as well. 
This year’s headliners include 
film actress Dina Meyer (known 
for her work in Birds of Prey, 
Starship Troopers, and the Saw 
films) as well as comic book 
artist Tom Nguyen,  author and 
game designer Troy Denning, 
and acclaimed psychic Tiffany 
Johnson. 
“The guests alone are pretty big 
names,” Tilton said. 
 The guests are only a small 
part of the variety that ValleyCon 
offers. 
Annually, ValleyCon has been 
home to a unique film festival. 
Tilton said this is the last year the 
fest will take place in conjunction 
with ValleyCon as a result of its 
popularity. In the future, the Fargo 
Theater will host the film festival.
ValleyCon is also home to a 
plethora of vendors.
The convention has also 
become known for its all-age 
costume contests, for attendees 
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Area’s largest pop-culture convention celebrates 40 
years this weekend
Alumn awarded Best Student 
Narrative Short Film
VALLEYCON.COM 
Some of the roughly 2000 attendees from last year’s ValleyCon pose at the Fargo Doublewood Inn. 
BY SAMANTHA STARK
starksa@mnstate.edu
 MSUM faculty, alumni, and 
students continue to uphold 
MSUM’s School of Media and 
Design’s (SoMAD) exceptional 
reputation. 
The SoMAD faculty members 
Kyja Kristjansson-Nelson, Don 
Clark, and Tom Brandau and 
thirty students to Aberdeen, S.D. 
for the 8th Annual South Dakota 
Film Festival (SDFF) from Sept. 
24-28. They made nine films that 
chosen by SDFF to be screened at 
the festival. 
“We have never had that many 
films accepted,” said film studies 
alumn Conor Holt. “It was a 
record high for MSUM.” 
The SDFF began in 2007 to 
acknowledge and screen films 
made by filmmakers from all over 
the world.  
The SDFF is packed full of 
film screenings, workshops and 
discussions in the Aberdeen’s 
historic Capitol Theater. In 
addition, there are up to twenty 
celebrity guests. Film production 
senior Zach Suckerman was one 
of several volunteers that helped 
the SDFF behind the scenes. He 
said that his favorite part of the 
festival was meeting the celebrity 
guests. 
“This was my second year 
working with Shannon Luco [actor 
known for her role in The O.C. and 
True Blood], so she introduced me 
to everyone,” Suckerman said. 
SDFF had 314 films submitted 
from 26 different countries 
in categories of narratives, 
documentaries, animations and 
family-friendly films this year.  To 
show all the films, the fest added 
an extra day. 
Out of the 78 films shown, 
SDFF judges granted 18 awards. 
Needless to say, MSUM did not 
go home empty handed; Holt was 
awarded Best Student Narrative 
Short Film for his 12-minute 
piece titled “A Better Life,” a sci-
fi drama about a woman caring 
for her comatose husband with a 
remote control. 
Finding inspiration from films 
like “Primer,” “Gattaca” and 
“Moon,” Holt enjoys small-scale, 
intelligent films that are more 
about ideas then special effects. 
“I wanted to explore how 
technology changes us.  I don’t 
see technology as inherently good 
or bad — it’s a tool, and it is about 
how we use it,” said Holt. “I chose 
to frame this idea in the story of 
a marriage, because I wanted 
to explore a close relationship 
and how the that can change 
due to life, conflicts, and sudden 
tragedies, as well as technological 
advancements.”  
Holt filmed “A Better Life” 
for his senior thesis in October 
of 2012 using the $1500 he was 
granted from the Minnesota Film 
and TV Board in Minneapolis. 
Holt and his team worked eight to 
12 hours for four days straight. 
“It’s just good enough to get 
a good grade, but to also win an 
award for a film you put your 
heart into gives you that extra 
confidence to continue making 
films,” Holt said. 
“A Better Life” won Best in 
Show at the 2013 Spring Juried 
Film Exhibition at MSUM, and 
Best Editing/Effects at the St. 
Cloud Film Fest. 
This was Holt’s fifth consecutive 
year competing in the SDFF. In 
2010, he won Best Family Film 
for “The Librarian’s Assistant.” 
“This film wouldn’t have been 
made possible without the support 
of MSUM and my great team,” 
Holt said.
His team consisted of producer 
Patrick McKeown; co-writer 
Ben Grell; editor Chance 
Cole; cinematographer Shane 
Mackinnon; and FM actors Aimee 
Klein, Bill Siderski and Hardy 
Koeing. 
To view MSUM’s submissions, 
visit southdakotafilmfest.org. 
Dragon Submissions
• Home Delivery — Prof. Tom Brandau 
• A Better Life — Conor Holt 
• Girl Who Lives In A Tree — Simone LeClaire 
• Deliver Us From Evil — Robert McDermott 
• The Window Between Worlds — Whitney Allen
 
• Zerron Warrior — Christian Calabrese 
• Squirrels — Mindy Kraft 
• Meanwhile, at the Citadel of Superheroes... 
 — Andrew Neill, Marcus Mann, Eric Carlson 
• Evening in Decline — Matt Eckholm 
SUBMITTED PHOTO
Conor Holt (left) accepting his award for Best Student Narrative Short Film. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO
MSUM’s faculty, alumni and students competing in the South Dakota Film Festival in front of the historic Capitol Theater in Aberdeen, S.D. 
of all ages. Not only are their formal 
contests for the best costume of the 
weekend, but a “best costume of the 
hour” award is granted as well. 
“Think of it as a weekend-long 
Halloween party,” Tilton said. 
And when he said party, he meant it. 
While ValleyCon prides itself at being 
a family friendly celebration, the party 
lasts all night. A series of parties  will 
be occurring at the Doublewood Inn. 
“Every room around the pool is a 
party suite,” he said. 
Each party room has a theme, from 
Harry Potter to gaming, promising a 
good time for anyone.
“There is a huge variety of stuff,” 
Tilton said. “It’s fun and informative.”
According to Tilton, college 
students can use the convention as a 
way to network as well. 
The event will have workshops 
available, which Tilton claimed would 
be particularly interesting and helpful 
for students involved in film, theater, 
art, and even English. 
With discounted rates for students, 
ValleyCon is affordable for the variety 
of events it offers attendees. 
ValleyCon is put on through the 
work of many local businesses and 
volunteers, as well as the non-profit 
organization Red River Science 
Fiction and Fantasy (R2SF2). The 
group is nearly fifty members strong 
that meets the second Tuesday of 
every month and is always accepting 
new members.   
Whatever the pop-culture 
phemonemon is that you hold dearest, 
Tilton encourages you to stop by the 
Fargo Doublewood Inn this weekend 
to join in the fun. 
For general inquiries or more 
information about registration and 
ticket prices for ValleyCon, visit the 




Michael Eback, a freshman 
majoring in music industry, 
received a hefty package in 
the mail at his West Fargo 
home. Confused at what 
the contents might be, he 
took it to his mother, Ellen 
Archambeau. Together, they 
opened the package and 
found a huge stack of papers, 
packets and forms. They also 
found a congratulatory letter 
from the governor of North 
Dakota. Overcome with joy 
and surprise, Eback and his 
mother had to double-check 
the authenticity of the letters 
to let the news sink in. 
Eback had been nominated 
and granted the opportunity 
to join the annual Northern 
Ambassador ’s European 
Musical Tour for the 
summer of 2015. Among the 
different segments of the 
concert, including orchestra 
and jazz, Eback will be a 
part of the choir. 
“It’s amazing. It’s really 
hard to even explain,” 
Archambeau said. “He’s just 
been so passionate about 
life and about music even 
since he was little. To see 
his dream actually come true 
is what any parent wants for 
their kid.”
A group of two hundred 
students from the upper 
Midwest, all under the age 
of 21, are going to seven 
countries around Europe for 
16 days. 
The countries toured 
include England, France, 
Switzerland, Lichtenstein, 
Austria, Italy, and Germany. 
Considering that Eback 
has yet to apply for a 
passport, he is excited to 
explore another part of the 
world. 
“It will be cool to meet 
some knarly people,” 
Eback said. “To experience 
how different people are 
in different places and 
to experience different 
cultures.” 
Eback is looking forward 
to the intense rehearsals 
before the concerts as 
an opportunity to learn 
and broaden his musical 
abilities.
When Eback is not 
singing with the choir, he 
is his alter-ego Delak, bass 
vocalist for Split Souls, 
a band he founded with a 
childhood friend a few years 
ago. Eback sings, writes and 
composes punk, rap, and 
metal music. 
“The way I see it,  the 
bigger variety you have in 
your musical talents, the 
better it gets,” Eback said. 
“Even though I’m singing 
choral music and classical 
stuff, I feel like it can help 
me with my punk rock edgy 
music. It’s a trip, but I like 
it.”
Eback plans big. Between 
university courses, polishing 
his newly acquired piano 
skills, collaborating with 
local artists, working with 
his producer on a mix tape, 
rehearsing, and planning a 
band tour for Split Souls in 
the summer, Eback struggles 
to find time for it all. 
In addition, he is working 
on raising money to sponsor 
his summer trip. The 
Northern Ambassador Tour 
costs students approximately 
$7,000 to cover travel, board 
and food costs abroad. 
This has led Archambeau 
to find creative ways to 
raise funds for her son. 
“She’s a super lady,” 
Eback said.
“I was going on sites to 
see what other people had 
been doing for fundraising,” 
Archambeau says. “I 
happened to stumble upon 
Yankee Candles fundraising 
sites. It was a by-accident 
chance of finding them. We 
are grateful for that.” 
Supporters of Eback sell 
Yankee Candles or can use 
a coupon code online to 
purchase candles, allowing 
him to keep 40 percent of 
profits for the trip.
Archambeau is also 
holding a craft show at 
Clay County Family Service 
Center Nov. 2. 
“His grandma made some 
items, and Michael and I 
have made some items for 
the craft show,” Archambeau 
said. “If we’re still  short, 
we’re thinking of putting a 
silent auction together.” 
Eback’s net of support got 
him to where he is today. 
“My family is absolutely 
supportive,” he said. “My 
mom was telling me ever 
since I was little, ‘do what 
you want to do in life,’ and 
I’ve taken that to heart.” 
His raw talent, dedication 
and passion for music have 
opened up opportunities that 
have set him off in the right 
direction. 
With his trusty red and white 
bass guitar, a future bachelor’s 
degree in music industry, 
diverse musical abilities, and the 
upcoming European tour, Eback 
is all about that bass, choir, and 
everything in between. 
A&E
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Be awesome.
Donate plasma. Change lives.
Meet Dena.
She wakes up.
She makes it to class.




Find out how becoming a plasma donor can
make a difference for patients and help you
earn extra money.
In addition to meeting the donation criteria, you must provide a valid photo I.D.,
proof of your current address and your Social Security or immigration card to donate.
Must be 18 years of age or older to donate. (19 years of age or older in AL)  
Talecris Plasma Resources
800 Holiday Drive, Suite 140
Moorhead, MN 56560
218-287-2700
located just off I-94 and 8th street behind Starbucks
New donors earn up to $250 on
your first 5 donations ($50 each).*
Visit mdmnplasma.com
to learn more.     
*We accept all competitor’s
new donor coupons/offers.
701.476.7216  |  prairie-stjohns.com  |  Fargo, ND
Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse Treatment for All Ages
There is help and hope for those dealing with untreated 
mental illness and substance abuse.
Confidential Assessments Available 24/7
NARJES ALBAKSHY • albakshyna@mnstate.edu
Michael Eback can play two instruments including the bass and piano, but his main passions are singing and songwriting.  




Split Souls logo designed by Michael Eback. 
“He’s just been so 
passionate about 
life and about 
music even since 
he was little. To see 
his dream actually 
come true is what 
any parent wants 
for their kid.”




When Disney Pixar created 
their 2012 hit movie “Brave,” the 
filmmakers decided that the film 
needed a soundtrack with Gaelic flair 
to match the movie’s setting. One 
of the artists they found was singer-
songwriter Julie Fowlis, whose song 
“Touch the Sky” became the iconic 
anthem of the movie and a Disney fan-
favorite. Now, the Scottish folksinger 
is set to perform at MSUM’s Hansen 
Theater as part of her U.S. tour.
There’s much more to Fowlis than 
her Disney past — she’s also an award 
winning Gaelic artist, and the Gaelic 
Ambassador for Scotland. Raised on 
North Uist, she grew up speaking 
Gaelic as her first language.
Fowlis released her first album, 
“Mar a tha mo chridhe” (As My 
Heart Is) in 2005. That same year, she 
won an award for Gaelic Singer of 
the Year from the Scots Trad Music 
Awards. She released her second 
album, “Cuilidh” (Retreat), in 2007, 
and her third, “Uam” (From Me) in 
2009. Both albums won Album of the 
Year.
When the singer took a four-year 
break to study Gaelic culture and 
tradition, she earned a Masters degree 
with digital archives project Tobar an 
Dualchais. This past February, she 
returned to the music scene to release 
her long awaited fourth studio album, 
“Gach sgeul” (Every Story), to much 
critical acclaim.
“There’s always been something 
about Julie’s whole approach to her 
music and culture that betokens an 
uplifting experience and a joyful 
reassurance for the listener,” Fatea 
Magazine said of the new album. 
“Gach sgeul” proves worth the wait.
While her most famous song 
stateside is an English Disney song, 
most of Fowlis’s songs are written in 
her native tongue. Wary Americans 
need not be too concerned about 
the language barrier, though. Chris 
Long, in his review for BBC Music, 
ensures that this cultural difference 
needn’t bar the English speaker from 
enjoying her music.
“In truth, trying to pin down the 
beauty of her music is like trying to 
grab the Highland mist,” Long said. 
“Her voice rings out with a joy and 
gentleness that is enhanced by the 
non-Gaelic speaker’s need to rest 
simply on the sound.”
Accompanying Fowlis on tour are 
husband and co-producer Éamon 
Doorley, Celtic musician Tony 
Byrne, and award-winning fiddler 
and composer Duncan Chisholm.
Fowlis traditionally performs solely 
in Gaelic, though the songs might not 
be entirely unfamiliar - she released a 
Gaelic-language cover of the Beatle’s 
song “Blackbird” in 2008.
The show promises to be a unique 
experience and an unforgettable 
night. A review from the Guardian 
described her performance style as 
“easy-going … with clear, gently 
thrilling vocals.”
The show takes place Oct. 23 at 
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $6 for MSUM 
students with ID. The concert is also 
open to the general public.
In addition to the concert, Fowlis 
will also be part of an hour-long 
Gaelic singing workshop, working 
with MSUM voice students on 
traditional singing techniques. The 
workshop is free to observe, and 
begins at noon the day of the show.
For more information or to purchase 
tickets, visit mnstate.edu/perform 
or her personal website: juliefowlis.
com. 
Disney Pixar singer performing at MSUM
BY CARRIE THAYER
thayerca@mnstate.edu 
It’s a tale as old as time: boy meets girl. 
He proposes, she accepts, and they’re off 
to inform the person through whom they 
met. 
Cue a rainstorm and flat tire. Then it’s 
just a jump to the left and a step to the 
right and the two spiral into a world of 
sex, drugs, and Rocky Horror.
In the 41 years since the play’s debut, 
The Rocky Horror Show has become a 
force in and of itself. Between stage and 
film adaptations and the ever-occurring 
“Time Warp,” it’s safe to say that most of 
us have had one run-in or another with the 
material. 
Thanks to Music Theatre Fargo-
Moorhead, there’s yet again an 
opportunity to take part in a new Rocky 
Horror experience. Starting Oct. 23, the 
company will be introducing a hybrid 
of the show’s adaptations, mixing the 
audience participation fostered in the 
famed midnight showings of the film 
with the energy of live theater, guaranteed 
to titillate audiences, show virgins and 
veterans alike. 
Cast member Samuel Krauth promises 
the production will fulfill expectations of 
those familiar with the show, while adding 
a new spin.
“Our Dr. Frank N. Furter is going to be 
like no Frank they’ve ever seen before,” 
Krauth says.
MSUM senior and actor Michael 
Johnson said his journey to Rocky 
Horror has been challenging. While the 
production is fun, it still tackles some real 
issues, Johnson said.
“It’s really brought to the forefront some 
pretty stimulating conversations about 
gender, about gender roles, perceived 
gender, and perceived perfection,” he 
said.
The handling of these issues helped to 
give the production an avid cult following. 
By encouraging the audience to take part 
in the Rocky Horror world, the company 
looks to pay homage to the various 
incarnations of fans, while welcoming 
newcomers.
Taylor Schatz, the production’s Frank 
N. Furter, says the show creates a new 
way for viewers to experience a story. 
While it borrows from the kitschy 
science fiction b-movies of the past, it 
also invites the audience to become part 
of the action.
“The audience is a character, there are 
certain things they say at certain times and 
they really play with you,” Schatz said.
There’s no need to be worried if an 
audience member is unfamiliar with the 
call-outs and props, however, as a kit of 
items showgoers need comes with every 
ticket. The kit includes a paper outlining 
when items should be used and when 
expletives should be shouted. 
While you might want to brush up on 
your “Time Warp” beforehand, the cast 
and crew want audience members to really 
let go, have fun and enjoy the experience.
“The show is about trusting yourself 
and acceptance, it’s about sensuality and 
sexuality … It beckons people out to be 
silly and crazy, and that’s okay,” Schatz 
said.
The show encourages folks to dress up 
in whatever makes them feel fun or sexy 
and strap themselves in for a ride through 
the crazy world of secret labs, aliens, and 
more than a little heavy petting. 
“The Rocky Horror Show” opens at 
The Stage at Island Park in Fargo on 
Thursday, Oct. 23. There is a 7:30 p.m. 
run time for shows Oct. 23-25 and Oct. 
30, with midnight shows on Halloween 
and Nov. 1. Student tickets are $15 and 
are available through MTFM’s website at 
musictheatrefm.wordpress.com. 
The production is R-rated and not 
recommended for the easily offended. 
Outside props are also prohibited. 
However, if you’re not a prude and the 
campy production seems like a fit for you, 
you just need to come to the lab and see 
what’s on the slab. Give in to the antici–
pation.
FACEBOOK
Solveig Swanson and Billy Schnase play Janet Weiss and Brad Majors in Music Theatre Fargo Moorhead’s rendition of the Rocky Horror Show this month. 
Community looks to another 
season of Rocky Horror with 
antici – pation
BAYLINARTISTS.COM 





It’s Sunday morning as a 
group of friends gather around 
the television to catch the noon 
slate of football games. 
Chicken wings and cold 
beverages are the selected 
choices to fuel the excited fans 
about to watch their team take 
the field. 
Soon to follow will be a 
day’s worth of trash-talking and 
bickering back and forth to the 
tune of football pads cracking.
 Friendships will be strained. 
Relationships will be tested. 
This isn’t just football, it’s 
fantasy football.
The competitive sports craze 
brought a new and inventive 
way to get the average football 
fan to not only watch their 
favorite team more attentively, 
but to be just as interested in 
every football game around the 
country.
But what is fantasy football? 
Essentially, fantasy football 
is a competitive league of 10 
to 12 teams, in which a fan, 
along with dozens of other fans, 
can select his or her individual 
players to cheer for on Sundays. 
The teams consist of 15 players 
in the skill positions. 
One quarterback, two running 
backs, two wide receivers, a 
tight end, a kicker and a team 
defense usually make up the 
starting line-up. 
There are many variations on 
the starting line-up from league 
to league as well. Some leagues 
also play individual defensive 
players or a flex player which 
can be a running back, wide 
receiver, or tight end.
The a fan’s selected players 
can earn his or her team points 
by racking up statistics like 
yardage, touchdowns, and even 
receptions against another fan’s 
players. 
Defensive scoring is usually 
doled out in the form of 
sacks, takeaways, and the rare 
defensive or special teams 
touchdown. 
Scoring systems can vary 
from league to league but the 
most widely used format is 
head-to-head match-ups.
So what’s all the fuss about?
There are leagues where 
fans can enter to win money or 
prizes by winning match ups 
against other teams. 
It’s impossible to watch a 
football game without seeing 
advertisements for websites like 
FanDuel.com and DraftKings.
com showing fans that have 
won thousands of dollars by 
playing fantasy football. But 
many fans simply do it for the 
competitive spirit.
MSUM student Dominic 
Paczkowski is a Pittsburgh 
Steelers fan who loves the 
competition between him and 
his friends.
“I love football in itself, but I 
also like to play fantasy football 
with my friends,” Paczkowski 
said.
Fantasy football can quickly 
become a passion and cause 
fans like Paczkowski to join 
multiple leagues and follow 
dozens of players.
“I’m usually in two or 
three leagues every year,” 
Paczkowski said, “I check it 
every single day.”
MSUM graduate Charles 
Slininger is also hooked. 
“I’m in a couple leagues but 
there’s only one of them that 
I’m really competitive in,” 
Slininger said. “It’s a ‘keeper 
league with 3 players carried 
over from the previous year. 
Half of that league is family 
so there is a little extra pride 
involved.”
The competition, however, 
comes at a price. While Slininger 
said it makes the normally dull 
games more interesting, he 
notices a change in the games 
he used to thoroughly enjoy. 
“It causes a level of disconnect 
with the game as you can easily 
get distracted 
from the game trying to watch 
your five or six fantasy league 
scores or the scores of one of 
your ‘league rivals’ hoping that 
they lose,” he said.
The way fantasy players 
watch the games isn’t the only 
thing that has changed either. 
The technology involved in the 
game has changed as rapidly as 
the popularity has. 
Slininger, a Carolina Panthers 
fan, remembers the days of 
tallying his points in a notebook 
almost 20 years ago, using box 
scores from the newspaper. 
He and his brother Brad 
competed for weekly bragging 
rights. 
“Today you can have all 
games at your fingertips with 
satellite TV and DVR, not to 
mention any story you want 
to know about on Fox Sports, 
ESPN or elsewhere,” he said.
Despite football being a 
physical and testosterone-filled 
sport, fantasy football brought 
out the inner football junkie in 
women as well.
MSUM student Meghan Keim 
plays fantasy football and says 
her brothers are to blame for her 
infatuation with the game.
“My brothers got me into it,” 
Keim said. “I have five brothers 
and I’m the only girl.”
The Minnesota Vikings fan 
says fantasy football has even 
conflicted with her classes at 
times.
“Last year I had a class 
where all I did was play fantasy 
football,” Keim said.
As for the average football 
fan/college student, Paczkowski 
and Keim have some insight as 
to why fantasy football is great 
for college students.
“College is about making 
friends,” Paczkowski 
said.“Fantasy football is an easy 
and fun way to make friends.”
“It’s great,” Keim said, 
“because even when the Vikings 
lose, I still win.”
Sports
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Fantasy football: the fuel behind the fanatic
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Smack talk is an art form perfected during the fantasy season — of course 
the champion always has ultimate bragging rights.
FACEBOOK
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It was more of the same for the Dragon football team 
as they were handed a 55-27 loss from the St. Cloud State 
University Huskies. SCSU scored 28 unanswered  points 
and MSUM struggled after quarterback Jake Hodge went 
down with an injury.
“After the game we talked about controlling the things we 
can control,” MSUM coach Steve Laqua said. “We just ask 
everyone to do their job and take care of their business. Hats 
off to St. Cloud; they played a good football game today.”
The game began with Hodge connecting with his favorite 
target Adam Jiskra, which moved the junior wide receiver 
into the number one spot for all-time receiving yards. 
Jiskra was happy with the accomplishment, but  said he 
hadn’t given it a lot of thought.
“It’s a nice thing to pass, but it wasn’t really on my mind,” 
Jiskra said. “I was focused on getting a win, but it was nice 
to get that today.”
Hodge got the Dragons on the board with a 33-yard keeper 
down the left side. The PAT was good to give Moorhead a 
7-0 lead.  
St. Cloud responded with a score to tie the game and the 
Dragons were forced to punt on the ensuing possession. 
MSUM’s defense held strong on SCSU’s next possession 
with Jake Busse picking off the pass.
The Dragons capitalized on the turnover with Hodge’s 
arm and legs. The junior quarterback scrambled for a big 
first on third down to keep the drive alive and hooked up 
with Jiskra and Zayne Medhaug for big completions. Hodge 
found receiver Hunter Braaten open in the flats for the eight-
yard score.
St. Cloud drove down the field their next two possessions 
to take a 20-14 lead. The Dragons put together a promising 
drive when Hodge extended plays with his feet on a pair of 
long third downs. 
Hodge hit Cory Ambrose for a 24-yard gain and found 
Jiskra for a 19-yard first down. The next play Hodge saw 
room on the left side of the field and finished the run with 
authority to get the Dragons to the Huskie 5, but was injured 
on the play. 
“He’s doing fine. We’ll have to evaluate him and see how 
The Advocate | Tuesday, October 21, 2014 | Page 15
Sports
GO! TEAM gives students unique opportunity 
BY KYLE WAHLBERG
wahlbergky@mnstate.edu
Hosting a football game is not as easy 
as it seems, and now with live coverage 
on WDAY, MSUM athletics has even 
more going on. That’s where the GO! 
TEAM comes in.
Five years ago, Jon Wepking, now the 
assistant athletics director for marketing 
and production, was looking for 
something to get people involved with 
MSUM Athletics. With a background in 
media relations, he thought of an idea 
that allows students to produce a live 
sports segment.
“There was a need for help really,” 
Wepking said. “And an opportunity 
for students to learn in a hands-on 
environment.”
The idea, the GO! TEAM, is an 
organization students can join to learn 
how to produce a live sports event. The 
group, which has about 40 employees, 
mostly students, can broadcast a live 
MSUM game for people at the games, 
over the internet, or just for promotions 
for each team.
“Anywhere from marketing, public 
relations, operations, our mascot team, 
our production, advertising, sports 
information, too many to name,” 
Wepking said.
For Caleb Stumpfl, sports has always 
been a passion. Playing soccer growing 
up does that to a person, and as a film 
major it is sometimes hard to get good 
experience. However, joining the GO! 
TEAM has taught him things he could 
not have imagined.
 “I heard about the GO! TEAM and 
saw they were filming at the games 
trying to capture the special moments,” 
Stumpfl said. “I’ve always been 
involved in sports. Combining film and 
athletics is just a perfect combination.”
Caleb’s job is simple, make sure the 
record button is pressed and get the 
good stuff.
“I’ll come to the games, get the 
celebrations, the touchdowns, the 
reaction from the huddle, the special 
stuff,” Stumpfl said.
As one of the 40 members on 
Wepking’s staff, he is one of the oldest.
“Some people come in as a freshman 
and go all four years,” Wepking said. 
“Some come in as a senior looking for 
that senior internship.” 
The group, which does everything 
from halftime promotions at basketball 
games to mascot appearances, is 
growing, thanks to the contract it just 
signed with WDAY.
The contract, which allows WDAY 
to broadcast live Dragon games, gives 
the GO! TEAM the chance to take part 
in something not many college students 
get to do in the NSIC.
“We have soccer equipment where 
we can go live in HD for soccer. That is 
something no one in our league does.”
For anyone thinking about what it 
takes to join this team, all you need is 
passion.
“I consider us to be the 17th sport 
[at MSUM],” Wepking said. “We are a 
team, that is why we call ourselves the 
GO! TEAM.”
For a group that considers this a job, 
it is meant for more than that, a chance 
for students to learn what it takes to 
make it in the real world.
“We are trying to create that 
opportunity for all students, the student 
athletes, to create that big stage, while 
trying to create a really great game day 
experience on campus.”
Jiskra claims record, but Dragons fall to SCSU
Jiskra hauls in a catch on his way to the all-time lead in receiving yards.
TURNER BLAUFUSS • blaufusstu@mnstate.edu
TOMI THOMPSON • thompsonto@mnstate.edu
The GO! TEAM works as a film production crew and promotional team covering both home football and basketball games this year.
he responds. Everything seems OK with him,” Laqua said. 
Demetrius Carr took the reigns for MSUM and on the 
first snap the Dragons fumbled in the red zone. Both teams 
traded possessions as the Dragons entered the locker room 
down by six.
“We gathered momentum on a few good plays on that 
drive. The injury obviously deflates the group and fumbling 
was a backbreaker at that point,” Laqua said. 
“Sometimes it’s tough to come in, in the middle of the 
game so it took him a while to find his rhythm and the 
offense took a while to find their rhythm with him.”
MSUM started the second half with a bang as Carr found 
Ambrose on a seam route for a 49-yard score to take the 
lead.After SCSU scored a touchdown of their own, Carr 
found Ambrose again for a 44-yard score. The PAT was 
blocked leaving the game tied at 27.
“I’m proud of how our kids battled back to make it a 27-
27 game. It kind of unraveled from there,” Laqua said. 
From then on, the game was all SCSU as their offense 
was hitting on all cylinders, scoring 28 unanswered. The 
defense was equally dominant as Carr finished the game 
with three interceptions and the run game wasn’t close to 
being established.
“You can’t expect to win when you turn the ball over. 
Offensively we put them in some tough positions and the 
defense was on the field a lot with a shortened field,” Laqua 
said. 
Jiskra finished the game with 121 yards on nine catches to 
increase his school record and Hodge was MSUM’s leading 
rusher with 65 yards on five carries.  
The Dragons look to get back on track at University of 
Mary next Saturday at 1 p.m.
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TASK FORCE, FROM FRONT
unwanted sexual encounters,” 
Esslinger said.
The example is certainly 
needed, as campus approaches 
to stopping sexual assault can be 
problematic in addressing the real 
issues. MSUM’s task force aims 
to encompass not only safety and 
security measures, but also campus 
policy enforcement, prevention 
efforts, educational programming, 
advocacy and support for survivors, 
awareness, and intervention.
“Certainly, we’re interested 
in having a campus that’s well-
lit and making sure we have 
good security, but the real issues 
have to do with how students 
interact with one another, what 
it means to give consent within 
an intimate relationship, how you 
know when you’ve given it, how 
you know when you have it, and 
also empowering bystanders to 
intervene when they see something 
that doesn’t seem right,” Blackhurst 
said. “It’s more about the campus 
climate and kind of the norms for 
behavior.”
Although the task force will 
acknowledge the role of security 
on campus, its main objective is to 
develop an environment where no 
violence is tolerated and everyone 
on campus is clear on what that 
means.
“Putting the onus of preventing 
sexual assault on women does 
nothing to combat the pervasive 
rape culture in our society,” 
Esslinger said. “By creating a 
campus standard of affirmative 
and enthusiastic consent every 
time, we create an environment 
where consent is sexy, and above 
all thoroughly articulated by both 
parties.”
The task force is comprised 
of staff, three students, and one 
community member. 
Most of the appointments are by 
position, as there are key positions 
on campus coordinators felt 
needed to be represented. It was a 
stipulation that at least one student 
involved be a Women and Gender 
Studies major. 
“I’m really looking forward to 
working collaboratively with the 
president and other members of the 
task force in order to make MSUM 
a progressive leader in preventing 
campus sexual assault,” Esslinger 
said.
Blackhurst said every one of 
the task force’s members is in 
@fargoairport 
their position because of their vital 
perspective or expertise. Despite 
the limited number of student 
members, the task force will still 
be relying on input from student 
groups.
“By no means do I think three 
students will be the extent of student 
input or student involvement,” 
Blackhurst said. “My main goal is 
that the task force be very thorough 
and comprehensive in its work, 
through student involvement.”
Blackhurst said student 
conversation is a driving force of 
changing the acceptance of sexual 
violence on college campuses.
“We’ve had a lot of conversation 
about this semester’s assaults on 
campus, so I think that students 
are even more aware of what 
constitutes as assault,” she said. “If 
we don’t have that conversation, 
sometimes students are involved 
in an assaultive situation and they 
might not even define it that way.”
She said that although this 
year’s number of reported sexual 
assaults is by no means out of the 
ordinary, it’s frequency, if anything, 
is evidence that the issue must be 
addressed.
“It’s not okay that there have 
been two reported sexual assaults,” 
she said. “We take it very seriously.” 
Blackhurst said the task force 
will be addressing the university’s 
current shortcomings when it comes 
to preventing sexual violence. 
“It’s really important to realize 
that we’re doing a lot of education 
and prevention work right now,” 
she said. “It’s not as if we suddenly 
woke up and said, ‘Oh my gosh, 
we’re not doing anything.’ That’s 
not it; I suspect the first thing the 
task force will do is put together a 
comprehensive list of everything 
we’re already doing and then look 
for the gaps.”
She said one of those gaps 
is likely the delay in educating 
incoming first year students as 
soon as possible about consent and 
its role in violence prevention.
“I’m trying to leave this in the 
hands of the task force,” Blackhurst 
said. “I have some ideas that might 
be necessary or effective, but 
this is a really capable group of 
informed folks and I expect some 
really interesting and innovative 
recommendations to come out of 
the group.” 
A large objective, she said, is 
to create a balance of survivors 
knowing there are places and 
resources like the Women’s Center 
and Sexual Assault Services to 
receive support on campus, and 
simultaneously feeling able to bring 
complaints forward without being 
re-victimized by the processes in 
place. 
“My goal is that we could be 
a leader in addressing what is a 
serious problem nationwide,” 
Blackhurst said.
The task force’s recommendations 
will be delivered to the president by 
Mar. 1, 2015.
